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Ir Is wtu KNowN that the first toumament in North Woods-then called
the lost barony-took place on May 2nd, A.S. V. The prelude to that
event is known only to a few. It is, however, a story worth telling, if only
to give credit to those folk who made the later deeds of our barony
oossible.

Long ago, in the City of the Singing Lance, or Lansing,
there was a group of people who were devoted to ancient
legends and prophetic dreams of heroism and wizardry.
They were an energetic lot, and would often travel long
distances to meet others of their kind. In September of

A.S. III, three Lansingites, Thorvald, Signy, and their friend Susan, took a

particularly ambitious trip to a gathering called Baycon, on the shores of
the Great Western Bay. Now at Baycon that year there was toumament
hosted by the Sociery for Creative Anachronism, which was yet a small
organization restricted to the Bay area. Noting like it had ever been seen
by any of the folk present. Many were inspired by the rebirth of chivalry
in their own times, and retumed to their homes to found new branches
of the Society. Among those entrances were Thorvald, Signy, and Susan,
and they traveled back to Lansing full of enthusiasm to plant the Society
in their own land. When they got home, though, their fellows showed no
great interest in Society culture. For a year and more, no concrete steps
were taken to start a branch of the Society in Lansing. It was in this
interval that the Middle Kingdom was founded in Treegirtsee.

It was in autumn of A.S. IV, that the first serious
plans to found a baronywere made. Since the previous
year there had been changes in the Lansing circle.
There were many new fold: some were much taken
with the romance of chivalry others with the Viking

spirit. When the Lansing fellowship gathered for their traditional
Halloween festival, a large number came dressed in batde gear. It was
then that Signy revived the idea of the Sociery and this time the idea fell
on responsive ears.

Among the earliest enthusiasts and planners were these: Thorvald inn
Grimmi, Signy Dimmraedela, Susan, who were the only ones who had
any experience of the Sociery; Caellyn y'Vearn (later Caellyn Fitz Hugh),
Finnvarr dF Taahe, Iriel of Brannokh, Morgan ap fues (later Elen

Morningstar), ]aime de Retief (later Rurik), Karis of Alwher, and sunka
witkotkata (later Alair of rhe Bloo-dy Fountain). These folk, and orhers,
begSl to prepare for a roumament the following spring. The mosr difficult
problem they faced was rhe making of s*orJs andi.mor. The swords
y::d f."r toumey combat *"." .r"-., then made of rattan, which was
difficult to acquire. Finnvarr made a journey to the East in December and
acquired- enough for but two swords. To preserve them, other swords
made of pine were used for pracrice. Fielms were a'more difficulr
problem' No good h"elms could be bought or made for rhe toumey, so
pails wer-e adapted for temporary use.-practices consisted of Thorvald
teaching form his memory_of the Baycon roumey, where he had briefly
donned annor, or from the society joumal Tournaments liluminated, and
everyone improvised from rhat basis.

.oth9r preparations were also necessary. There was a great need for
medieval garb, and severar seamstresses-particurarry signfr caeilyn and

Y:y*;.,.."atedappropriare costume. The riches a.*_,ili_", made norby these ladies, but by lrier, who in chose days had fopp'ish ambitions.
Finally, ligry undertook to perform the work of both aurocrar and
seneschal- She secured a field for the toumament, a hail for the revel, and
music for the dancing. she was the first dancing ,"".t 

", 
i., ,t e baiony.

she also tried to communicate with rhe societ| in the w"rt. Aft"r 
"ninitial exchange cif letters, the westem"r, -i.r"g"d to misplace her

119,r"* 
for many monrhs and therefore lose th" 

".riir" 
uu.o.,y. Thus rhe

barony was tor much of the first year of its existence "the lost Barony.,
. Th: day of the first toumamenr, Muy 2nd, A.S. V,

dawned a cold., gray day, but neverth"l"r, ou", thirry A.5.
people assembled on rhe banks of rhe Red Cedar River Vfor the occasion. Five fighters strove in the
lists-Thorvald, Iriel, Finnvarl Jaime de Retief, and
Karis of Alwher. They were wel matched. In a round-robin competltion
each of the five wo''t*o fighrc and rorrt-o. There was a break, and the
assembled barony danced around a Maypore prepared by caelry.r, in the
process.snanng a passlng Roman in its coils. Then the fiue .ombitants re_entered the lists for an elimination tourney, where, 

"rt", t "ra 
righting,Thorvald defeated Karis in rhe finar combat. As he ,r*a rrere,triumphanr and exhausted, holding a cracked sword, tt" -", tora that amysrerious ch,ampion had appeared to chaleng" h{n. Despitaiis fatigue,he-fought, defeated and unmasked rhe unknJvn foe, wht was revealedto be the lady Morgan ap fues, who had uained ,".r",ly _uh ,o,r," of rhe

A.t.
ill

A.t.
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other new warriors to prepare for this adventure. There was general
amazement at the deed, for it was not usual for women to fight in those
days.

In the evening the folk of the barony gathered to celebrate in the
medieval manner. The revels included two common and enjoyable Society
pastimes, dancing and the relishing of old batdes. There was also a court,
which was presided over by Kendrick of Paisley as King Corice XIIL In a
right royal manner he congratulated the champion of the day and offered
knighthood in his realm of Witchland to all five competitors. Four
accepted, but Karis refused to take up the burden, thinking it inconsistent
with his other obligations. Near midnight the revel broke up, and all went
home, exhausted but happy.

The tourney, as it proved, was well timed. Two days later the
infamous massacre at Kent took place, and some members of the barony
were diverted to attend to that matter. Yet the idea of the Society did not
die. Soon after the tourney Signy arranged a planning meeting, in which
permanent officers were found for the barony. Iriel became the first
knights marshal, Finnvarr the group's herald. Signy became mistress o[
arts and passed the seneschallate to Thorvald. This was the beginning of
Thorvald's leadership of the barony. He took his office very seriously and
performed his duties well. His first action was to start a newsletter for the
Lost Barony, ITolmgang, which held the group together over the summer
of A.S. V, when the population was scattered. He also devoted much time
to contacting the Socieqy in the West and Treegirtsee, and to acquiring
real helms for the next tournament, which was planned for Halloween.
Some of the other members of the Lansing circle were aghast that the
new fanry-which is how they thoughtof the Society-showedno signs
of dying oul One of them, a certain Toman, invented a phrase to ridicule
the medievalist nonsense and called it oSca, the thing that would not die.o

The ridicule was ineffective, howeve4, and oSca' became a common short
name for the Sociery in the barony and, later, throughout the Midrealm.

The barony began to grow quickly in September. Two of the more
notable new members of this time were Thaid mak Tlesown and
lvlerowald the Green (later Merowald de Sylveaston). Many others joined

as well. The four experienced fighters-Karis had left-trained six
novices, while everyone was taught various new dances. Enthusiasm
increased-indeed became feverish-when it was learned that the King
would attend. The people of the Lost Barony, which was now being called
North Woods, expected the monarch to officially recognize the group, and
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so began ro rhink about choosing a baron. It was decided that the bestN"9 woods fighter in the rourriament-would be recogniz"d 
", b".o.r,

and a ring was ordered as a symbol of office; .rror, p"oft" 
"ip".t"a thutThorvald would win it.

On Halloween King Iranz arrived, bringing wirh him Sir philippe,
runner-up in the recent crown Toumameni, 

".rd 
the bord Lady Ast.a.These folk met an asronishing sight: a new barony tt-ru, *"J".ger rhanTreegirrsee and not backwarJin 

""irh.. 
fighting o r',h; ;";;iul purs u its.The. rourn-ey, which was also attended u"y ;eti"r, a" ri rra"rir,e and thebrothers of seldom Rest, from rhe new rwiaie Marches, *u, 

"'grura 
o...sxteen 

-fighters, including Sir phirippe, compered, while there were ahundred orhers who warc"hed them'ani dur,."d ";rh;;;;. Th" .oy"r

ffTP""t 
was not aware that the narives were equally-surprised by'alr

The fighting was spirited, and ro the s_urprise of ail, the rwo finarists,Thorvaldand Iriel, were both'from Norrh woods. Th;"i;;r;"aired overhis friend, and was proclaimed baron- The baronf -".'u-"."d andgratified when Thorvald was knighted on the r].ra, d"."-"irig^ti,. fourthknight of the realm and the first Ir 
" 

to.,g lrne trom Norrh woods.Nor were rhe revels less succesrfit. the ;".pr.-;i'J,," b"rorrywelcomed 
.the 

klng with a processional pavane, then introduced theirvrsitors to rhe wild zuicide bransre, devised and pl"yeJ iy ,ry i,"..pii.",or as some say, by his cousin Thaid.

, The evening closed wirh a near-rragedy. A polish kinglet in the area,who was ;'ealous of Sociery ways, ,.i, hi, bully_boys ?o 
"Uar., Ki'gFranz' Fortunately His Majesryt ro-3r guide. was quicklwi*J".,ougl, ,osee that the knaves *"r" i*.ri and div"erted them with a clever lie whilethe king escaped. Thus the honor of Norrh Woods *", upi"ta.

As a result of this tournamenr the barony of North'wooa, and itsleaders became-very important in the krngdom. Thorvald was now therealm's premier baron and a knight, and soon after became Chronicler of
lT^y:iii:5':tj_"1, fre rSJt sig.,y, who was tr'",, i,i.-r"dy andoaroness, was recognized as a reamed, capabre woman. But the readers ofTreegirtsee looked on the.barony and its leaders with some mrsgiving.They feared rhis new people might be as unstable and 

"-bitiou, as rheywere vigorous.
The. barony was cerrainry active in this time. North woods forktraveled to the first tournament in rhe Middle Marches in Nlvember,where Thaid bear everyone butAndrew of serdom R"rt; to th" cr"frl"rrd,

$
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in April, where the Midrealm first fought Eastemersl and to Treegirtsee
for Kingdom Twelfth Night. There was also a baronial Twelfth Night
celebration for stay-at-homes. This was the barony's first feast, and it was
made possible by Caellyn's cooking skills and the patronage of Thomas
the Ox. This generous and intelligent man was of a rather trollish aspect,
and was often called Tom Troll. He was not above using his appearance
to fool strangers. One incident conceming him is famous. Several Society
folk had gone to a nearby inn dressed in their medievalgarb and were met
by astonishment. When the nervous serving wench asked Tom what he
wanted to eat, he looked trollish and exclaimed, oMeat!'The wench,
taken aback. then asked him how he wanted his beef-steak done. Troll
took a coin from his purse, flipped it, studied it, and then replied,
"Cooked!'

North Woods was in its early days very warlike. The inhabitants
were so impatient for batde that in February they found a dusty arena
wherein they could hold a mid-winter tourney. It was on that occasion
that Prince Cariadoc first revealed his double-eliminationlists, thereafter
,rsed in Crown Tournaments. Andrew of Seldom Rest won the toumey,
beating Finnvarr, but martial glory accrued to North Woods also, as the
barony's fighters defeated the rest of the realm in melee without losing a
rnan. The North Woods Mummers also made their first appearance:
during the day Eleanor Fairbaim and Inurien performed the tragedy of
Pyramus and Thisbe, while at the revel mimed ballads were performed.

In the winter North Woods acquired more new members including
Gwendolyn Ro Kearsey, Bearengaer hinn Raudi and Moma of Cenydd.
The last soon became a close friend of Morgan ap Ries, and together they
began the Cuild o[ Exotic (that is, Eastern) Dancers. Morgan also had a
less-known project, for see was in secret communication with the folk in
Ann Arbor who were soon to form the Dark Horde.

The second coronation of Cariadoc and the Spring
Crown Toumament of May, A.S. VI took place in
North Woods, on a rare sunny day. There was an

A.t.
VI

archery tournament, the first North Woods shield
wall-firstin the realm-and fierce competition for the
crown. It was not won by the mighty Sir Andrew, to the surprise of most.
He was defeated by Randall Longsleeves, trained by Thorvald in secret,

and by lriel. These tvvo men of North Wood fought in the finals, and Iriel
was triumphant, winning the crown for himself and his new lady Moma.

It was on this occasion that three surly Mongols first appeared to
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threaten the Kingdom with the might of the Dark Horde.
There were a hundred Sociery fllk at the feast that night. There were

satirical jabs at the 
-short 

king by Steerpike and the M,rirmerr, and rhe
first performance of the Exotic i"rr."rr, Morgan and Moma. There was
nearly a melee on the dance floor when Iriel aid Sir philippe disagreed on
the proper_ yay to treat a dancer who was also a pri.r."rr, r.rntil it was
established that only the king could join in the dancrng. Finally Iriel was
knighted and was inaugurarJd as b;isr with Morn" u', prirrf.rs, to rhe
rejoicing of Norrh Woods.

. Little happened rhat summer of A.s. vr. But secretry things were
developing. There were srirrings of activity in the Three Hills. Thorvald
and. signy visired the west Krngdom, and spoke at rength with the officers
tJ tg society. The Dark Horde grew ln Ann ArboS up'p""r-g once in thecleftlands as a new fighting Force. And Iriel rost'ii, r"ay prrncessk
affections. This was 

" 
p"*onrr blow to lrier, yet he insistJ-# crownrng

her in October anyway.
Coronation and.Crown took place on the same day, as was the

custom, in the March of the Marshes. The Dark Horde aiiend"d again,
and challenged the Midrealm to meree. Their spear-phararx won a singrebattle, then began t3 l.ose as the.opposition caught on. In one battle,
Thorvald fought with the ournumb"i.d Horde, 

",id 
,oo., found himsell

alone against an enrire ream of North woods fighre.s. Th"f io.ror"bly
l::ql,l'_'T l:,'-tle combar, and he amazed ,r,! p"puf"ie 6y krlling ati
but the lastot his-opponents. The crown Tourney that duy *as -o' byAndrew, who defeated his squire Barinn for the ho.ror.

Iriel's first court included the ducal investiture of cariadoc and hislady Diana, and some important presentations. Thomas tir. o* p."r.rrt"a
Iriel with a heavy personal crown, as well as some Middle Kingi6rn 66ingbearngthe new.king's face. These rasr were designed by Meiowald and
cast by Tom with the. help of others in rhe b"ro.i. y"";; ,t 

" 
,pot "r-".,of 

$e. Dark Horde, also made a presentation, a declaration of intent. Hesaid.that the Horde, though a parr of the Sociery, -ouli ;;;", swear
allegiance ro crown or baron, and instead would u" i" 

"t"."j-iifrrendly,rivalry wirh all non-nomadic peoples. Iriel received this idea graciousiy,

i::l*i^tromise, but he soon had reason ro rue that day as the rivalry
Decame real.

It was at this event, in King cariadoc's last court, that signy received
recognition for her hlenrs 

"rrd 
*", admitted to the bra". o?,(e Laurer.

Later in october, the canton of the Three Hills hosteJ its first

I
l

I
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tourney. It was won by Finnvarr, who was also knighted, and it was
otherwise remarkable for having a free feast. It was an enjoyable event,
but there was trouble brewing. It had been decided by rhe BoD that small
newgroups, like Three Hills, should be attached to larger nearby baronies,

like North Woods. Thorvald enforced his baronial rights in this case,

causing hostility both in the Three Hills and in Treegirtsee. Nor was this
the only controversy of the reign. Treegirtsee distrusted Thorvald and

Signy as too willful and ambitious. They in tum thought the province
disorganized and obstructive, and distrusted Yang, whom they thought
flaunted all Society custom. Yang grew closer to Treegirtsee and played
the mocking minstrel at every opportunity. Iriel, a straight-forward man
who disliked politics, was caught in the middle, particularly when Moma
lregan flirting with the Horde.

There were both very good and very bad times in the reign. On the
positive side, North Woods held the first melee toumament in Novembeq,
and the first Feast o[ Fools in February the last being the idea of Caellyn.
The Exotic Dancers gained popular approval, and even tlte morose lriel
invented the phrase uHoo-baho in sardonic approbation. One of the joys

of lriel's reign was the declaration of war on the East at Kingdom Twelfth
Night in Treegirtsee.

1-he negative aspect, was, however, more obvious. At the King's
BirthdayToumey the Horde attacked nvo North Woods melee teams by
surprise. It was done in a spirit o[ fun, but tension was so high that
misinterpretation was inevitable and hostility resulted. The standard of
conduct in the lists declined as inter-group rivalry and distrust increased,

and even the knights were severely criticized. At the first event in the
Flame, Yang sang the oDancer's Vanity,' a song that insulted the king
personally.

Yet North Woods continued to grow nonetheless.ln this reign Gareth
the Russell, Foscadh, Elienor of the Nameless Beast, and Neill of
Marlincourt joined. Fighting prowess grew to new heights. North Woods
survived and continued to grow in creativity.

This was shown particularly at Three Hills in April, where there was

a meeting o[ scholars who studied things medieval. Thorvald and Signy
planned an event to coincide with this conference, and the first Medcon
was bom. Both fighting and peaceful pursuits were displayed; among the

latter was a performance of the plays of Robin Hood. It was a grand

occasion, which climaxed with the knighting of Merowald and

Bearengaer.
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A ( Iriel passed on the throne to Andrew at Treegirtsee
/'1. ). in May 9f A S VII; after this he was seeri only
V I I o.casionally while Moma completely disappeared ani

her friend Morgan joined the Horde. rniia defeated
Bearengaer for the crown, but the Crown Tournament

was not fought to a high srandard, and few w-er9 happy, especially rhe
vi51o1. The evening courr saw rhe crearion of the r.i#'c"rrri. A*y,
which was a swom brotherhood of primariry North wooaJignrers who
opposed the Mongol Menace. Hrothperait, a friend of fierowald,s
announced its creation by outrage_ously imitatilg the outrageous yang.
Also, Finnva. took his leave oith" kingdom, r6ilo-ir,g--?ri"do. .r,d
Jehan to seek his fortune in the East.

Andrew's first reign was another quiet one for North woods. There
were some important events. The Dark Horde held its first event in AnnArbor,.whic! S,"V called the.Crossroads, and at rhat 

"rr"rr, 
Ki.rg Andrew

gave them rhe land yhgr: they were camped. at.r"*r-oithi, _".,y,n
North woods demanded that Thorvard leai a revorr 

"g"irrrirh; King. But
Thorvald and his advisor Neill of Marlincourt feared riore dissension, and
arranged a secret compromise with the king. when th" confrontation tookplace, Thorvald was reassured of his baioniar rights, a.rd tlr"r, helpedAndrew quell his angry barony. The maneuver caused some ill-feeiing
towards the baron, but saved the weakened kingdom -"r. ,,rir.. In this
period, Thorvald was no longeracting as his o*ir.rr"r.hal, but remained
as Chronicler.

This was the summer of the first event of the canron of the Roaringwastes.in Detroit, and also the summer when Duncan MacGregor
founded the clan of the Disputed Tartan in rhat 

"r"". 
A.rrone its memberswere Rolac the wise.and_ his rady Lindanrorein. o"g".,, fJ;c,s friend.

appeared ar this time, but he became a member of ne"Horae;;;ilil;;
near Yang's home, the Snake pit.

The first Pennsic war took place. It was a notabre victory and prince
Thaid was knighred at rhat time.

Thaid's coronation and the crown Tournament took prace in Northwoods in october of A.s. MI. The tournament itself was considered adisgrace, especially the final fights berween Andrew, the vicror, andBearengaer. The feast and rev-els were a different ,,ory. ih" f"rrr,
attended by two hundred, was so sumpruousas to become lJgenaary. fh"entertainment was 

.egually good: the Exotic Durr.".r,"p"rticularly
cwendolyn, Merowald and EIiJnoq portrayed the story .i irr'r,at youth
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with the Picts. At court the host of the event, Sunka and Caellyn, who
was the chief cook, were given the Order of the Purple Fret, which they
were the first to receive. Furthermore Caellyn, who was then the Poet
Laureate of the Kingdom, was elevated to the Order of the Laurel.

Thaid had been known in the past as a wild youth, nearly as wild as

his cousin Steerpike. But since his crown victory he had been serious and
conscientious. Yet he did not have an easy reign. He and his queen, Alexis
Megaera from the Flame, fell out early, and, as in Iriel and Moma's time,
the dignity of rhe crown suffered. The fighters and especially the chivalry
were in low repute. Factionalism was rife, and the Horde continued to
grow because of it. Indeed, at the Flame's Christmas Toumey, Yang
proclaimed himself Kha-Khan that he might better rule its far-flung
branches. After this, Tar-khanates were established all over. A strong one
appeared in Three Hills, where the rule of Thorvald was still resented.

Thaid became very discouraged by all this, and in |anuary decided to
assume the monastic habit, and convinced his friends in North Woods to
do likewise. The ladies of the kingdom were aghast at this, and on a
famous occasion, the "Hermit's Revel,'came as temptresses to dissuade
the menfolk from their retirement from the world. Their seductive wiles
were victorious over Thaid's new-found resolutions and the kingdom got
back its king.

North Woods itself weathered the times better than its monarch. The
barony did lose Signy, its first teacher in the arts, when she moved to the
East in the fall. But Ellen the Fair stepped into the vacated place. She
inspired the creation of the Madrigal group, and the Recorder Consort,
and particularlyencouraged dance. It was at this time that the Mannschaft
and rhe Entree Courante were choreographed. There appeared at this time
Aldric of North Mark and Gillian d'Uriel. Also, for part of Thaid's reign,
Lauryan Helhath, a lady of North Woods, was Queen of the East, reigning
with jehan de la Marche.

A.t.
vill

In May of A.S. MII, the second Medcon was
celebrated in the Three Hills, which was growing
apace. The North Woods Mummers did an ambitious
project, a Unicorn Masque written by Caellyn. Even
more spectacular were the bridge fights between

Thorvald's men and Bahadur's New Model Army, a Three Hills-Horde
alliance. The NMA tried to advance tactics by combining the shield wall
with pole weapons.It was a worthy idea, but a dismal failure in the face

of the determination and experience of North Woods.

,
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Soon after, Thaid stepped down at the Crown Toumament in the
Flame. He looked old, and after giving a final speech, he staggered off and
collapsed. A rumorwent around that he was dead. It was not true, but the
kingdom saw litde of Thaid and more of Steerpike for a while thereafter.
The tournament was won by Merowald, who fought for the worthy
Gwendolyn. North Woods also reioiced that the other finalist was
Merowald's squire Careth, who was knighted that day. Finally Elen the
Fair, Careth's lady, was elevated to the Order bf the Laurel.

Andrew's second reign was notable for the fact that Caellyn became
Queen of the East after Finnvarr won the crown there. Prince Merowald
went a traveling, and spent the summer far to the south-west, in the
barony of Sirenia, now Meridies, then Atenveldt. There he amused
himself by passing himself off as a simple artist. AIso Three Hills hosted
two events: One of them was flooded out, and at the other Yang was
given the Laurel by Andrew, who had neglected to consult rhe other
Laurels, who lived in North Woods. This became a controversy that took
long to calm.

At the Second Pennsic War, the Midrealrn faced an East ruled by
Finnvan and Caellyn. More hard-fought than the batdes was the issue of
whether women should fight, which was setded with a bizarre
compromise. Bearengaer did great deeds in batde; that summer he also
showed a different talent by helping the people of Flint to form the
Canton of Withermoor.

Merowald's coronation and the Crown Toumament of October A.S.
MII were held in the Roaring Wastes and were hosted by the Disputed
Tartan. Because Andrew and Ann were to be elevated to ducal estate,

Duke Akbar and King Angus of the East were present, and they also
fought each other in the first round of the crown lists before dropping out.
Bearengaerwas the victor, defeating Gareth in the final round. The court
that night was a very long one, and is remembered for the armorial cloaks
that Caellyn gave her friends, the king and queen, and for Rodney the
Rusty's moving pictures of the first two wars.

Merowald's reign was yet plagued with the division of the preceding
two years. Further, t-he crown was very busy with constructing a law code

for the realm and arranging the next Pennsic War. It was in tlris period
that the Curia Regis, which was almost entirely drawn from the barony,
became a strong institution. Its capable members were fuchard d'Alsace,
Seneschal, and Mary of Kif, Mistress o[ Arts, both from Three Hills, Rolac
the Wise, Herald, and Caellyn, who was Chronicler now that Thorvald

l
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had resigned to become Assistant Steward of the Society.
The most famous trouble between the Horde 

".ia *r" Kingdomhappened in December at the Flame, -h"r, ,h. il;";;iiity urk"d 
"Horde minstrel to sing s.oTething b.rid", propaganda. but in this reignMerowald began ro heal rhis divlion by asking Fo, 

" 
uora""ui"rr.. fo,the next Pennsic War,.which request *J, 

".."pr.d.. h was avery go-od year for the baroniar seat. Among rhe new folk ofthe time were such famous peopre as Fem_de la Forer, c;il;; Ie Moyne(Aim6e), Brusren 
1"^8"":ru], Ll"rrrorr, Kennaqrag K;y ;ft*sffium,Matilda o! Taye and Guy de ra Mayne dsanglant. Neit was made a courrbaron for his service as Dragon su*g;, *[ *mra u"u"a -", revived,and Foscadh discovered -J-.n.

North woods hosred the Kingdom Twerfth Night feast, at whichthere,was much song, a mimed ballad that included"rh";.yi,y, as wellas thelast appearance of count lrier. on this occasion sunka was rnvestedwith rhe Laurel for his knowredge of games; he soon "r,.*"rJ, resignedthe honor. The Disp^uted Tarta"n g"u"; ,h" ru'g 
" it;il;.;; made byBethaldryk Quarrel. soon afterwards yamato Daishi gave both king andqueens crowns made by Moira of the Eastrealm, and dlrp"raged the cran,sgift, which caused some trouble for him.

At Three Hills in February Merowald gave Rolac the first Dragon,s
I:*l:-l.-mau: prowess in arms. Ir was falsely rumored later thar theroyaltywas stoned here; in truth not a rock,,ru, ,""r. I" M"..h at NorthWoods Rolac the Wise and Dagan drD"rr"gonne were knighted, and

?ffL*O 
the Horde to 

".."pt-rhe honor. HJ hrcr yoinedrh3Disputed

A. r. hdy::;h?t';:: *i:'ft J'"-rTr?::::ti1li:i il:lX chose one, it was rhe wise ladyJeJsica ;a;" Willows
(Alessandra), who was of rhe thr." Hillr, and _ho
invented the Order of the Willow. Their coronatronwas atMedcon, and took prace in the rain. The crown a"-"..",of MayA's' ix was for the first time not on coronation day, but two weeks raterin Wtirm Wald; Dagan won t}re rhrone there.

'earengaer' 
who was living in Battle creek, orvgarfylkie, was a goodking, which was bemer th"" -ir, "*f"."i, r," *"ri;,i;itor'uri. 

".,aconscientious. He and Thorvard worked together on two i*ovations. Thefirst was the system ofauthorizing new filhrc.s ro ensure their safe andchivalrous conducr in rhe rists. Thz se.onl -", tactical pranning for the
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war: This was the first year war maneuvers were held in Withermoor.
This reign the Disputed Tartan revolted against the baron and the

king. This Great Scots Revolt was won by Thorvald's forces, despite some
defeats in the field. Thorvald made the defeated Scots drink Viking sea

scum and wear 'Mking Mouseo ears on their helms. Nevertheless it was
a friendly occasion, one that was long remembered. After this, Duncan
MacGregor was seldom seen, and Rolac became thane of the clan. Rolac
was very influential at this time. He had three squires, Bethaldryk, Gareth,
and Coley, who were a model for the rest of the kingdom, and after this
time, squiredom became more popular and respected. Prince Dagan also
acquired a squire, a samurai named Shimitsu.

The Midrealm won the Pennsic War that year through Horde alliance
and Viking strategy. After Bearengaer's forces had won a limited victory
he withdrew his army, leaving the East to face an empty fortress. Prince
Dagan, however, stayed behind, and fell gloriously in single combat
against Prince Cariadoc of the East. Yang did not attend the war, and his
influence waned.

A recovered Dagan assumed the tirone in October of A.S. IX. His
queen was Armida, a quiet lady. At t}te crown toumament, they were
presented by Withermoor with a remarkable gift, a fool on a leash. That
toumey was won by Dagan's friend Rolac, whose lady princess was the
talented Lindanlorien. She was at that time the Deputy Mistress of Arts,
and with the great support of her superior, Mary of Kif, published the
Mistress of Ans Handbooh and later, rhe Autooat's Handbook.

Another publication project was undertaken in the baronial seat.

Thorvald was now Steward of the Society, and he caused the Corpora, or
Sociery laws, to be printed. At that time Thorvald had alady, Danion of
Cliffwater, who was a great help to him. lt is perhaps because of her that
he was now known as Thorvald the Kind. The following poem appeared
anonymously in the Pale:

Sing praise to our baron, Sir Thorvald the Kind
Warrior, dramatist, patron of the arts

Courtly and chivalrous, always refined
His humor and grace are well-known in far parts.
Sing praise to our baron, Sir Thorvald the Kind
He always finishes that which he starts. 

l

Sing praise to our baron, Sir Thorvald the Kind,
Warrior, dramatist, patron of the arts.
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Another anonymous.story that was composed then at North v6ods wasthe Tragical History by Five Disrressed Ladies and a Knave, whire in the
Roaring wasres, the Mad Monk wrote his hisrory of rhe Firsr pennsic war.

North woods hosted a to-ulneyin February *h.." at good folk were
asked to appear in the gear of the thirte.nth i..r,ury. t'tf,o *r" day wasa great success. Finnvarr was accused of ueason and tried by arms byMerowald. Finnvarnvas defeated, but punished no further.
. . .Sool after this, Eg{orwig, a group io'nded by Finnvarr and Gillian,held its firsr rourney, Many frorn'Norrh woods ,',,."a"a, 

"J Eoforwic
has always since had ,t.orrg ties to North Woods.

Medcon this year was.an exceptional event. Caellyn and others sagedcammer Gurton's Needre, whrch was a great success. The baronperformed one evening an inspiring ritual wherein he invoked the various
powers to protect the barony.and its.people. Brusten, upon retuming fromMedcon, saw in rhe road a ghostly knigirt. This was p.rh"p, 

"., 
omen.

Rolac and Lindanlorei., *"r" c.oined at Nortti
Woods_in May of A.S. X, during r.he course "a"gr;;; A.5.
flood. It. wa-s.impressive .r"rr..th"l.rs. The ..L-r, Xtoumey rhat followed saw rhe curse of the kite shierds,
and the kingdom gor for its prince Michael, *ho *as
a mere warrior without armorial bearings.

There was much warfare rn this reigi. at Three Hilrs, the king askedThorvald for his baronial muster for thJpennsic war. Thorvald demandedmoney, which Rolac, a thrifty scot, refused to provide. Tho*"ld then
Fl"" q-" king such 

" 
r"g-tug force as io 

"n.ug" 
him, so tho.vald decraredhimself in revoh. Roli. ii"d ," .orrrur""rh. irru" byt.irf.,g i., ",impostor who looked like Thorvard, but none in North woods wasf3ol;d' Thorvald, howeveq was defeared rarer rhat summer"nJ suppo.t"dthe king at rhe war. The iirst meeting -i,h Meridies ;.k pr;" at this

llll!*""th rhis was not actuaily 
"-*". uu, 

" 
gr"", ;;i'r,J. t, 

"g"in

,rr^_1orr. 
made great preparations for the pennsic War, for he knewvves.emers were coming to support the East. Thus there were great warmaneuvers in withermoor, and scouts trained. In the event thi", tr"irrirrgensured Midrealm victory. But the war was a heavy uu.a"r, f- trre king,because he had to make great effort, ,o ,".u." the site; the'th.." *",

loodrng 
during rhe war itJelf. one b.rgit ,pot was rhe penrarhlon of the

1.t, "I"yelous display of skill in wf,i.h'Caellyn *", g;;;;t ho'o."d.It was for this .o-p"iitio., that she devised rhe round -"'p ,iilr" Known
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World later popularizedby Merowald. At this time, Caellynwas replaced
as Chronicler by Catherine le Moyne.

Rolac's reign is well-known for his conflict with Michael. Michael was
uncouth, arrogant, and much taken with his new high rank. Rolac, who
had high standards for royalry grew impatient and then angry with his
prince. By the time of Michael's coronation in October, A.S. X they were
not speaking. Rolac on this occasion knighted his squire Coley and then
he and his queen openly rebuked Michael. Rolac than made himself
scarce, announcing himself to be a knight-errant.

The next crown toumament again had a superfluity of kite shields,
but a better result, as Albert won it. Nevertheless the reign of Michael
soon began to look grim, especially for North Woods. Guy and
Gwendolyn, who were the kingdom's Herald and Exchequeq, were
deprived of their offices; though there was more than politics involved, it
was handled very poorly. Also at this time Ellen the Fair left for
Treegirtsee, and the Canton of the Three Hills finally acquired enough
members to become the Barony of Andelcrag. This last was actually
beneficial for both North Woods and Andelcrag, but it was a blow at the
time.

In this reign, Arnora ni Aethelbrand moved from Three Hills to North
Woods, and soon after joined House Sylveaston. Another lady of that
household, Fem de la Foret, became the first woman authorized to fight
in the Midrealm.

The St. Valentine's Day Massacre was this year spoiled by a

confrontation between Rolac and Michael. Michael heard that Rolac, who
had not swom f.ealty, would attend, and threatened to have him tried if
he did so. The event became the occasion for a Sreat argument between
those knights who believed Rolac to be in the right and those who
supported the king. Fortunately, no perrnanent feud resulted. Soon after,

in March of A.S. X, Michael, who had driven away his queen and

outraged the entire kingdom, abdicated.
Albert succeeded immediately, but refused to be crowned until May.

In his uncrowned state he presided as host monarch of
the Society's Decennial celebration, which took place
in Three Hills. At this even Earl Merowald de

Sylveaston won the Championship of the Known
World and crowned his lady Johanna von Boven
Queen of Love and Beauty.

The CrownTournament of May A.S. XI was held

A.t.
XI
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ii)::\,y:.:5 ?iril,who had been runner_up in ocrober, won,tL, wlJlr,

f::l*:::rTj^",t1:j frls 
othlr,opponents. _itho,,t once using a

:*111:::urt King Albert honored th" t"ro'y by giving ,, 
" .""ri'"t"l1^",9tj,"*'s arms on its own,-i., ,".ogrririo" .if i,', ;;;;;"#;;;:

;:1lT * i :,:, :: * ::T:?j 
r:i't' 

1 1i1'"i1'-m * " ri'fi '-,r' " 
; ;: t ;.",: ualony

3,1:"r:"otlost. Albertarso created,rr. n*, rwo Masters-ar-Arms in the,L swv rvrdlLtrtJ_dL_..\rrns ln

Y:1:1t.*" j:':! being. Komura Shimitsu, Dagan,s ,qrir".-Th" .r,

't
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such heights that Dagan made them his royal singers.

In this reign North Woods and Andelcrag attempted to form a

Principality togetler, but the project foundered on old hostilities. The
king, in the meantime, worked to secure a permanent Pennsic War site,

and found a suitable one at Cooper's Lake. LindanlorienrevivedHolmgang,
and Hrothperaht, $.obert of St. Ammon) published a chronicle of
Midrealm history to Albert's time.

Two noteworthy events took place at Nortli Woods. The first was the

Practical Arts Contest in February sponsored by Thorvald and Danion.
This was won by Princess Caellyn with a design for a folding throne.

Caellyn herself hosted in April a Masqued Ball, where all dressed as

animals. There was also a feast divided at the salt: Those with disceming
tastes sat above, those who liked simpler foods below. Several pranks

were played on King Dagan. He was given a live-frog pie by the hosts,

and later pelted with marshmallows that bore the kingdom arns.
The coronation of Finnvarr and Caellyn took place

A't. in Eoforwic in May of A.S. )flI. The North Woods

X I I presence was understandably great- At ttre event Sir

Merowald was admitted to the Order o[ the Laurel,

and Elestron was knighted. The king also had

something less pleasant for the tlree members of North Woods who had

long claimed to be his children, namely Brusten, Fem, and Catherine le

Moyne. Catherine, sensing trouble, was not Present. Brusten was

condemned to the lron Mask for looking too much like the king, while
Fem was to be married to the East. Both made their escape-Thaid helped

Fem by throwing her a ladder from a handy balcony-and Finnvarr later

relented. The evening finished when the barony honored the new king
with a masque.

North Woods similarly dominated the crown toumament in
Nordskogen. The finalists were Merowald and his former squire Mrethton
the Rotund, with Merowald victorious. His princess was Kirsten von der

Wald. Soon after the toumament he went traveling again, this time
spreading good will in Atenveldtand the West.

Caellyn was a very active queen. She did much traveling, especially

to new groups, and she also reorganized the distribution o[ armorial
scrolls. Finnvarr concentrated on war, for it was his duty to fight both

Meridies and the East. The southerners invaded the Flame in June with a
small force. Finnvarr's army so outnumbered the enemy that Foscadh,

who had moved to Meridies and founded che Shire of the Black Hole,

toumamenr fesdvities_ended the next day with aierfo.ri.".r." of once ona Time by the Norrh Woods Mummers.'
It was a calm reign for Norrh woods, save for the scots Revolt, whichwas won by the Scots. Great feats of arms _... aorr" there, andBearengaer and Rorac.forlqht on a bridge. Guy and Gwendoryn weremamed' Many folk of the Norh woods i"r" honor.d with feerages. sirThorvald became the first Midrealm member "i;; o;;;;;ii," r"h."rr,for his services to th3 enrire sociery -"eilyn 

was honored with thePelican at the war, and rhere Aldric was knighted.
. 
Ag thgt war, which was the fifth, the Midrearm faced both Easremand Meridian forces. The Disputed Tartan and anies did such devastarronon the enemy that they were rhe envy of *re rest or aru.rtt army. sirAldric, newly knighted ind hot for honJ' was with the victorious banner-guard, and thus nearly deprived of battre. whe.n a singre E;;; stragglershowed up, rhe banner-guard deferred to Aldric. Th-e new knight,s firstrush knocked over borh-the Easremer and a saprinju.i-iiim. Aldricpaused and chivalrousry righted both the warrior and the sapling beforefinishing his opponenr.

- Dagan.began his.second reign in october of A.s. XI. His queen rhistime was the beautifur and taleired Catherine of Merionydd, formerrynative to Treegirtsee. The crown tournament was held inwithermooS
Td y"r the last major event held in thar canron. Here Merowald did suchdeeds as to be awaided an oak r""icturt.r to add ro his own Dragon,sTooth' In the finals he was beakn by thar orher scion of North woods,
I-"":.1 who again.fought f", Cailyo Thus royalry ,",,r.*a ro thebaronial sear for rhe first iime since Merowald 

""ic"i""1"5^,s reign.At this time North woods was fortunate to acquire several newmembers of note, inclrrding Fem's sister Kirsten, Elanion (rarcr Roxanne ofBlackmede), Kirith, chrisliana d"l[i;;i;"tria sirvia as well as Randalrd'Artinual, who had been present at some earrier "r"*. iig.r;'r",u,,'"ato live in Vigarfylkie, 
roy Td ind.p.r,J"nt shire. Arso vdrir Giluinrod(later christopherof North woods) tJ ,h; North woods Madrigalers to

rown
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convinced North woods to fight with him to make the batde a more
chivalrous-proposirion. The MiJrealm, led. by Finnva'""Ji"rp""a by the
words of the wounded Master Moonwulf, won anywa y. Here took place
the grearsword barde berween Shimitsu and Foscaih, _irfr.r. ,fr" samurai
gav13 display of almost superhuman prowess.

The sixth Pennsic war was a welr-attended event. Three of the four
lings of the Known world were present. For rhe first rime the Midrealm
followed the magnificent bannlr made by counte* i"rh"rirre. The
Mid.realm, facfg an Easrem force reinforced 6yweste- arr.", u.rd savage
Tuchux,lost the field batde, but rhe archeqrand the barde of the kings
saved a tie. At this event Finnvarr recognized Fem as his legitimate
daughter, as she left for a two-year stay in Atenveldt.

Catherine le Moyne tumed over the chronicrership to Brusten, married
Carallan Mcleitrim, and went to fuvenstar.

In seprember the barony honored ttre monarchs with a birthdaytourney on their mugua.l birthday, which was a miraculous sunny day.Finnvarr fought one fight for each.year of his life, ani il;;; caeilynwere kissed by an appropriate .,u*b., of lords 
".rj l"di.r.

Merowald and Kirsren were crowned at cleftrands in october of A.s.KI. Immediately before this, Annora de syrveast"" ;;;;i;Le Lau.elby the o'tgoingmonarch^s, andcaelyn_!u,r" the kingdlm tow foldingthrones of great beauty. (soon 
"fr"r*"rdi she gave ,ti. r"r, Ki.,gdor., 

"similar pair.) The chief event of the day was uaiu Godwiorron," p"g."rr,of the tale of the Norman Conquesg long a dream of the Saxon EarlMerowald and the Norman 
?uk9 Dagan. I"t -", wrirren uf -iui"r, 

"rraperformed marnly by the folk of N;fth woods and Eoforwic. In theevening court, Finnvarr and caeilyn were raised to ducal shtus.
This reign was very eventful. Merowald traveled .*t"rrrirrJy, notablyto an Easrem crown roumam€nr and lateq ro rhe shi;;;i;;''iorgo.,"r,

sea in the new region of carontir. He was very impressed by that faroutpost of the realm,. 
T.d 

h" himself insp ired loya,y to rhe ilidr"rl^,
3::: P:to:ularly by taking a squire, Temon. At Norch Woods Twelfth
il:8_l:T" 

K,''g was presenred with a long-overdue knighthood scron by.rlnnvarr.
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down with the loss of only one kriight, Elestron, who was mourned in
court (but later reappeared); Brusten was hung, but cut down by rebel

supporters. Oueen Kirsten also recognized Cillian d'Uriel as a member of
the Order o[ the Laurel and as Baroness of Septentria, and created

Kendrick of Paisley a court baron for his long service to North Woods. He

thought it ironic to receive such recognition on the thirteenth day of the

thirteenth year. There was great dancing that night.
Kennaqrae had retumed briefly from the East on that occasion, and

showed great prowess, and the knights of the kingdom clamored for his

knighthood. Merowald had the pleasure of knighting his own squire at his

last court. At the same time Kay of Triastrium ioined the Order of the

Laurel. In the evening court Merowald was invested as Duke- Soon after

this Kennaqrae was "re-knighted' by the Eastem King.
The reign o[ Moonwulf and Zarina, who then succeeded, was quiet

in North Woods. Well worth remembering, however, is the fact that the

unexpected victor of the hellishly hot Three Rivers crown toumament'
Nathan von Daritz, had an unexpected lady, none other than Countess

Kirsten. She was dismayed at first, saying that Nathan had promised not
to win, but she did her duty well. At Pennsic VII, another Sylveaston

squire, Brusten, was knighted on the field, and Finnvarr entered the Order

of the Pelican.
Nathan and Kirsten were crowned in Wi.irm Wald in October of A.S.

XIII. They had to cope with a rapidly-growing realm, but they proved

themselves quite capable of doing so. The crown toumament again took
place at North Woods, and it was attended by a great crush of people. The

fighting was both remarkably good and remarkably bad. Two great 
-and

chirr"lrous fights took place between Alen and Sir Polidor. That day four
new knights were made, after heated discussion among the chivalry: the

finalists, Alen and Laurelen, were knighted before their last fights, while
Hugo and Corin were knighted at court. The feast that evening, cooked

by Caellyn, was immense. Over four hundred sat at table, yet all were

served.
In january North Woods again hosted a royal Twelfth Night. Outside

there was a great snowstorm, while inside was revolt. Cari:r of York and

Ursula, both old North Woods folk, seized the royalty and conducted a

court of fools with the help of Sylveaston. A more serious revolt took

place in May, when rhe squires under new leadership and with the help

o[ Foscadh again attacked their masters. This time the revolt was

disguised as a Squires,Day of Peaceful Arts. The knights were not fooled,

A.t.
xill

In May of A.S. XIII, a squires, revolt broke out in
North.Woods, led by Sylveaston squires. The king
refused to take sides and disappeared io, th" occasron.
The queen, however, und tir! knights of the realm
remained to oppose the rebels. The squires were put

I
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and thrashed them again.

A.t.
XIV

Ar Laurelen,s coronation in A.S. XI! Countess
Catherine became Kingdom Mistress of Arts and a
member of rhe Order of the Laurel. Krrsten was
invested as a duchess. Otherwise the reign was
remarkable as a time of recovery in North WJods, asthe barony.rec_uperatq{ frgT 

" 
long period 

", 
,oy"i."pir"i at this time

the chroniclership Ieft North Woodsl ihaid and Fem were married. There

Soon afrer this, AIen came to the throne. This most
recenl reign is too close to us for a simple evaluation. A. t.
It is perhaps most commonlyremembeied as the time XVwhen borh Merowald and (irsten left the b"ro"y.t;; /
despite this loss, the North Woods began ro grow

lq::.t: I'j !::tt, many chrtdren *,.r.io- or were growing up in the
3utty,- and many olde.r folk joined as weil. In Febr"uary, yzt anotherknight form the baroni_al seat was created, *h;R;;rfi,,ft;"al wasdubbed rn Three Hills- It,is,bur one of many signs as we enter the reign ofTalymar and Valmai an{.rhe fifteenth y"J, oirt. so.i.ry, G"ik. gtoryof Norrh Woods is not all in the pasr. '

f,:: ",Y:flq_idt t"l by rhorvard., on Andelcrag. At ,h" EGh; pennsic

Y:: ll*"*t'en.enrered,tfg pqder 
-of 

the ra ur?i il;u;^:; Mid realm

3n'Xl"t:1.,Y"^':_y:l!,lisl,unef orKirsren,wonthechampionship
of the Queens of rhe Midrealri.

A Note to the Reader -A.S. )m{
The first edition of the Decennial History of North Voods was written and
produced to celebrate the barony's tenth anniversary in A.S. XV. The
canton o[ Eoforwic, which owes its origins to two transplanted North
Woods folk, pooled its talents to produce an illuminated, bound, and
boxed copy for presentation to Baron Thorvald. A few other copies, less

fancy, were sold at the Decennial. The Decennial History fell out of sight
soon thereafter.

When I recendy rediscovered the original manuscript of in my files,
I saw why this was the case. An attached note, meant for the friend who
copied the first edition for me, says'12 copies.' Only Baron Thorvald and
eleven others ever owned a copy!

It may be that, fifteen years later, rhe Decennial History no longer has

an audience. People in our Society often prefer to read history about
people they have heard of, and the vast majority of those named in this
work have long been inactive, gone from North Woods, or both.
However, I have reissued it for the benefit o[ whoever may wish to leam
about the early days of the first and one of the most famous baronies of
the Midrealm.

The text you have here is not quite identical to the original. I have
corrected one outright error, put in a couple of clarifications, and changed
one exceedingly awkward phrase. Otherwise I have not tried to second-
guess my historical and editorial iudgment as of A.S. XV.

As far as I know, there is no account of the history of North Woods
since A.S. XV, which is a shame. I'm not the person to write it. Events
and responsibilities have conspired to make my visits to North Woods
extremely rare. If this work inspires someone to set down the very
considerable achievements of the North Woods barony in more recent
years, I will be very happy indeed.

Chronological note: The first North Woods toumey in A.S. V took
place on May 2,1970. Other dates can be identified by reference to this
point, if the reader remembers that the first day of the Societyyear is May
1, notJanuary 1.
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Today we celebrate the tenth anniversary of the first tournament held in North

Y:"!t:-!: i1 a day for remembering this barony)s glorious past. The history of
North woods is most imvortant for its own yeopre, bih those'of us who were there
at the 

.b.esiryning 
who labored to establish tirc barony, and thos,e who later worleed

n build it further Yet the story of North woods is arso of great significance for the
entire Midrealm, on whose growth and culture th" borony has h"ad'such a crucial
influence. rhil fact King Alben formally recognized rong ago when he gave the
barony the yght to bear the hingdom's arms in"canton. Tlinioo, that theiarony,s
Fast ffiay be better hnown, but also in your honor, I have written this brief
chronicle.

. Lacle of both time and svace have prevented my rittle booh from
being more than a Voor minor of the Vast. Much ias been omitted
much has been orly lrtofll describeld. For this I ;;g;;;;;;;. ;{i,
se.ems that I have syoben more of the early days of tie'barony than
of the r-ecent vast, this is because I have thought it Lest to ,"roid fu,rtywhat I myself bnew best, the origins of the"North Voods. f"ioi,
another, more.qualified than I, will someday do justice to the tale of
the events of laner days

t
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